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No one was even allowed to scribble political slogans
on walls. Newspapers were not allowed to voice
opposition to the government list. All who had the
franchise were ordered to exercise it whether they
wished to or not. Croats had to vote for Serbs. The
Serb, Croat and Slovene peasantry were shepherded to
the polling booths by the police. But even upon
compulsion half the people in Croatia, Slovenia and
Dalmatia did not vote. Out of three and a half million
electors in the whole country some 2,325,245 men were
persuaded to record votes. All the 306 Members of
Parliament elected were supporters of the government
and there was no opposition whatever, A one-party
Utopia was realized.

The King pretended to be pleased with the result,
but it is known that he had sleepless nights and had
become irritable. The return of parliamentarism., even
of the one-party kind, restarted the turmoil of 1928.
The one party, calling itself the National Party, began
to murmur against the continued presence of a general
in the Cabinet. They had nothing personally against
Zhivkovitch, but the spurs of a cavalry officer were out
of place in politics. They wanted the removal of even
the semblance of military dictatorship. "Back to
politics 1" was the cry. In January Zhivkovitch ceased
to be Minister of the Interior. In April he ceased to be
premier. He wanted to get out. His pride was touched.
"I am a soldier," he confessed; "I am not a politician.'*
King Alexander was angry. "I'll remove your rank
and you can remain premier as civilian/* said the King.
But Zhivkovitch preferred his military rank. That
humility or pride seems to have shocked the King and
he neglected Zhivkovitch for the rest of his reign, even
failing to nominate him as a regent in case of his death.
But the general was fortunate in not having to shoulder
the responsibility of coercing those who refused to accept
the new constitution.

Both Croats and Slovenes demanded a reconsidera-